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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

A Request for Continued Examination (RCE) was filed in this application 
on January 20, 2004. A first Office Action following the filing of the RCE has not yet 
been mailed. Accordingly, no fee is believed to be necessary in connection with the 
present Information Disclosure Statement. 

In compUance with the duty of disclosxu-e under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and in 
accordance with the practice imder 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, the Examiner's attention is 
directed to the documents listed on the enclosed PTO-1449 form. Copies of the listed 
documents also are enclosed. 

Please notice that an English translation of JP 2000-81959 is attached 
thereto. Also, U.S. Patent No. 5,826,244 and U.S. Patent No. 6,078,906 are in the same 
patent family as JP 9- 1 1 4907, which is mentioned on page 1 of the specification. 



The Examiner's attention also is directed to the following U.S. applications: 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE TC/ARTUNIT 

09/703,659 January 1 9, 2000 2852 

09/203,513 December 1, 1998 2626 

A copy of each cited application, as originally filed, is enclosed. 

It is respectfully requested that the enclosed documents be considered by the 
Examiner and that an initialed copy of the PTO-1449 form be retumed indicating that such 
information has been considered. 

Applicant's undersigned attorney may be reached in our New York office by 
telephone at (212) 218-2100. All correspondence should continue to be directed to our 
address given below. 

RespectfiiUy submitted, 

I 




"Attomej^ for Ap: 



Registration No. 3^^^y 



FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 101 12-3800 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 
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'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation Is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in confonmance and not considered. Include copy 
of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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